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BOOK NOTICES 



Social Idealism and the Changing Theology. 
By Gerald Bimey Smith. New York: Mac- 
millan, 1013. Pp. xxiii+251. $1.25. 

This volume embodies the substance of a 
series of lectures delivered at the Yale Divinity 
School, upon the Nathaniel William Taylor 
Foundation, in April, 1912. The lectures deal 
successively with, "Ecclesiastical Ethics and 
Authoritative Theology," "The Discrediting of 
Ecclesiastical Ethics," "The Moral Challenge 
of the Modern World," "The Ethical Basis of 
Religious Assurance," and "The Ethical Trans- 
formation of Theology." 

In this volume Professor Smith attempts 
"an evaluation of the ethical aspects of theo- 
logical reconstruction, in the hope of disclosing 
a genuine moral dynamic in the methods of 
critical scholarship which are being so generally 
adapted in our theological study"; for he is 
justly apprehensive lest the piety of the churches 
and the learning of the schools become alienated 
from each other. Can one obey both "the 
inherited feeling of obligation to accept as final 
truth whatever the Bible teaches," and on the 
other hand, "the inner imperative of honesty 
to one's own real beliefs." Is the work of 
theological reconstruction to issue only in 
"mediating" theologies, continually insistent 
that the old "substance" is presented in the 
new "form"? Or can the static-dualistic 
world-view and the authoritarian method be 
exchanged for another world-view and method 
which shall enable us to find our religious 
values in the world of our actual experience ? 

Mutual understanding is needed — "An 
understanding of the moral values belonging 
to the older loyalty and an equally accurate 
understanding of the moral values inherent in 
the newer methods." So far from issuing in 
a new dogmatism, the work of theological 
reconstruction will yield formulae which do not 
profess finality or infallibility. A new dog- 
matism "would leave men still dependent on 
a guaranteed content of theology rather than on 
a reliable method of ascertaining the meaning 
of religion." This new method, the basis of 
our assurance, is none other than the inductive — 
the scientific — method. " If there can enter into 
Christian theology this confidence in the out- 
come of a direct investigation of the facts of 
life," says Professor Smith, "the way will open 
for such a co-operation between the awakened 
social spirit and the work of the theologian that 
our religion will be immensely strengthened, 
both in the theologian's sense of inner confidence 
and in its value for leaders in the modern task 
of social regeneration." "Nothing can prevent 
mankind from sinking beneath the tremendous 
temptations due to modern wealth and power 
save the creation of a strong religious life which 



shall lead us to consecrate our control over 
nature to the process of bringing in the kingdom 
of God. But such a religious life is possible 
only as a religious interpretation shall be given to 
this new world of our modern life and thought. 
This volume is a frank, clear-cut, construct- 
ive, and exceedingly suggestive analysis of the 
situation which twentieth-century Christianity 
faces. It is not a "pious" book, but is pro- 
foundly religious and dominated by a spirit of 
transparent moral loyalty. It is a most welcome 
contribution to present-day theological solu- 
tions. 

The Most Beautiful Book Ever Written. 

The Gospel according to Luke. By D. A. 

Hayes. New York: Eaton & Mains, 1913. 

Pp. viii+183. $0.75. 

The striking title of this volume comes from 
the French critic Renan, a scholar of much 
aesthetic feeling and insight. The author begins 
by gathering together all the New Testament 
data bearing upon the personality of Luke, "the 
beloved physician." In doing this, he makes a 
very interesting and ingenious presentation, 
whether all his conjectures are true or not. 
Passing on from this introduction, Dr. Hayes 
takes up the Gospel of Luke itself, discussing its 
sources, date, and place of composition; its 
characteristics, as a book composed by an 
educated man and a physician with Pauline 
leanings; its motive, as a gospel for the Gentiles, 
the poor, and the outcast; its humanity, as 
emphasizing childhood, womanhood, and the 
fraternal aspects of the work of Jesus. This is 
a useful and suggestive study which will appeal 
to a large audience. 



The New Testament Manuscripts in the 
Freer Collection. Part I. The Wash- 
ington Manuscript of the Four Gospels. 
By Henry A. Sanders, University of Michi- 
gan. ("University of Michigan Studies," 
Humanistic Series, Vol. DC.) New York: 
Macmillan, 1912. Pp. viii-f-247, with 5 
plates. $2 . 00. 

Five years ago the world of biblical scholar- 
ship was set agog by the news that an important 
collection of biblical manuscripts in Greek had 
been discovered in Egypt and purchased by Mr. 
Charles L. Freer of Detroit, Mich. The book 
here under review preceded by some weeks the 
magnificent volume wherein Mr. Freer's liberality 
has presented to the interested public a splendid 
facsimile edition of his manuscript of the four 
Gospels. This, by all odds the most important 
part of the Freer collection, is the second of these 
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manuscripts to be published, following the 
Deuteronomy- Joshua volume, brought out in 
ioio. The monograph here reviewed, sums up 
the discussion of the manuscript under seven 
heads: "History of the Manuscript," "Paleog- 
raphy," "Contents," "The Problem of the 
Text," "Date," "The Text of W and the Early 
Church Fathers," "Collation." In the first 
of these Mr. Sanders repeats what he has said 
before; nor does he lift the veil of mystery any 
farther. The second, third, and seventh 
sections are as full and probably quite as accu- 
rate in detail as Mr. Sanders' previous work 
would lead us to expect. Only two serious 
lacunae, John 14: 25 — 16: 7 and Mark 15 : 13-38, 
both caused by the loss of leaves, are noted. 
The body of the manuscript was written by one 
and the same scribe over whose writing the 
handiwork of two correcting hands is in evi- 
dence throughout; a few marks, notes, etc., 
point to the activity of three or four further 
hands. The first sixteen pages of John are by 
a different scribe, and its one or two correctors 
are not those of the rest of the book. For the 
rest, Mr. Sanders' results cannot be accepted with 
the same confidence. His collections of facts 
are, indeed, admirable enough, and the various 
types of text are delimited with great accuracy. 
But the terminology is unusual to say the least, 
commingling, as it does, von Soden, the latest 
word in New Testament text criticism, with 
Hoskier, a scion of the Burgon school. Trans- 
lated into ordinary terms Mr. Sanders' state- 
ments seem to mean that the text of W is Syrian 
(i.e., the " official" text of Antioch and Constanti- 
nople, in the main textus receplus) in Matthew 
and in Luke 8:13 to end; neutral in John and 
Luke, chaps. 1-8:12; and two types of "West- 
ern" or rewrought text in Mark, the break 
occurring after 5:30. The date to which Mr. 
Sanders assigns W, hesitatingly in the mono- 
graph, confidently in the facsimile volume, 
fourth century, is too early; fifth century is 
quite early enough. Nor will the complicated 
effort to prove the first quire of John earlier 
still, avail; the quire, widely spaced on its last 
page to make its end correspond precisely to the 
beginning of the next page in W, is manifestly 
written to fill just this position in this manu- 
script. Mr. Kenyon's dating of its hand, 
seventh or eighth century, corresponds admirably 
with Mr. Morey's dating of the cover designs in 
exactly the same period, i.e., the quire was 
written at re-binding to fill out this lacuna, 
possibly copied in the main from the old muti- 
lated quire itself, since its text is much the 
same as the rest of John. Taken all in all, we 
cannot but render to Mr. Sanders the highest 
praise for patient and painstaking work in 
detail, while we must express our unfeigned 
regret that so careful a laborer should in his 
second effort in biblical text criticism have 
avoided the Scylla of family-tree construction 
(see the monograph on Deuteronomy-Joshua) 
only to fall into the Charybdis of Hoskier's " Ver- 



sion tradition" with its bilingual, trilingual, 
etc., manuscripts in the third, fourth, or even 
in the second century a.d. 

The Book of Wisdom. With Introduction 
and Notes. ["The Oxford Church Biblical 
Commentary."] By A. T. S. Goodrick. Lon- 
don: Rivington & Co., 1913. Pp. xii+437. 
7s. 6d. 

This volume opens a new series of commen- 
taries which is to represent the scholarship and 
piety of the University of Oxford. Each of the 
successive volumes is to be prepared by a scholar 
connected with that university in some more or 
less direct way. As still a further qualification 
he must be a member of the Anglican church. 
The general editor for the Old Testament 
is Rev. C. F. Burney, who is well and favorably 
known by his Notes on the Hebrew Text of the 
Books of Kings. The general editor for the 
New Testament is Rev. Leighton Pullan, author 
of The Church of the Fathers and other works. 
In addition to a commentary on the text, each 
volume will represent a new translation of its 
book, based upon an emended text in the 
case of the Old Testament writings. The 
series will introduce several new writers to 
the world of biblical scholarship and will thus 
render a valuable service. Among the con- 
tributors to the new series are announced, in 
addition to the general editors, C. J. Ball, 
J. F. Stenning, G. H. Box, S. R. Driver, and 
R. H. Charles for the Old Testament; and for 
the New, W. C. Allen, R. Brook, W. C. Roberts, 
N. P. Williams, R. G. Parsons, H. L. Wild, and 
A. E. J. Rawlinson. Some of these are assigned 
as many as three volumes each in the series; 
hence it may be expected to appear very slowly. 
The first volume shows that the commentary 
will be packed full of matter, giving a large 
amount for its size and price; but this is accom- 
plished at the expense of a type that is too small 
and crowded to be good for the eyes. 

The present volume augurs well for the 
scholarship of the series. The translation is 
accurate and in excellent English. The textual 
basis has been carefully established. The pages 
abound with references to, and citations from, 
the Latin, Syriac, and Arabic renderings. The 
introduction is well done, containing all the 
information essential to an intelligent reading 
of the text. The positions taken by Mr. 
Goodrick are in the main those held by the 
majority of scholars, though he evinces inde- 
pendence of judgment and at times goes his 
own way. He places the writing of Wisdom 
in the first decade after the Crucifixion and 
regards it as the work of one author, though 
written at different times in his experience. He 
also charges the author with a use of Greek that 
was manifestly not natural to him, but rather 
bookish and archaic. This commentary is 
intended for the minister and the scholarly 



